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HOUSE CARPENTERS

Economical kitchen 
renovations with 
powerful paybacks 
By Steven J. Bishopric

Renovating your kitchen can sometimes be a huge project 
costing tens of thousands of dollars. But, it also can include far 
less expensive improvements. For instance, adding recessed 
or track lighting can economically improve functionality and 
aesthetics. Flooring options run from sheet vinyl to wood.  
The House Carpenters, a division of The Bishopric Companies, 
makes these suggestions:

Today, wood fl ooring is vastly improved over what was available 
only a few years ago. Wood products can be used in the kitchen 
today because they are engineered at the factory with applied 
fi nishes that let you integrate the fl oor with other rooms in the 
house – and they are well warranteed. 

Ceramic and porcelain fl oor tile is available that looks like stone, 
but is less costly than natural stone and requires less upkeep. 

Reasonably priced, upgraded sinks and faucets add inexpensive 
quality to a kitchen, as well as greater functionality and form. 
Today’s U.S. made products have the fl air of European design and 
lower costs.

Perhaps, just painting the ceiling and walls is all that is needed 
for a fresh new feel.           

Kitchen offi ces are growing in popularity. They become a place 
to organize homemaking and homework, and they can be built 
with a variety of electronic components that fi t into the cabinetry.

Mudrooms are excellent drop-off points to protect the home 
from the elements. They also serve as excellent storage areas. 
In many cases, they accommodate laundry washers and dryers; 
and if they are located conveniently to the kitchen,  overfl ow 
pantry cabinets can be added. In many cases, the room can be 
confi gured within the available footprint of your home. 

Custom cabinets can be designed specifi cally to your use, or 
they can be either resurfaced with new doors and drawer fronts or 
simply repainted. Adding new doors and drawers can dramatically 
change your kitchen’s look and utility.

But, you also can afford custom cabinets on a budget.

The Bishopric Companies owns and operates Chestnut Bay 
Cabinet Makers. It not only custom builds cabinets for its own 
building and remodeling divisions, but also for individual con-
sumers who can visit our showroom on Rt. 28 in East Falmouth.

Steven J. Bishopric, a master carpenter for four decades, is founder 
of the Bishopric Companies which includes Steven J. Bishopric 
Builders, the House Carpenters and Chestnut Bay Cabinets. 
www.bishopriccompanies.com; thehousecarpenters.com

JOYCE LANDSCAPING

Landscaping: 
Lighting up the night
By Christopher Joyce

Homeowners are looking for ways to get more enjoyment out of 
their backyard living spaces. One of the easiest, most economical 
(and least invasive) ways to make the fun last longer into the night 
is through quality outdoor lighting. With path lights, spotlights, 
step lights, deck lights, accent lights and a wide array of specialty 
lights available, a unique night-time masterpiece can be designed 
for any yard or place of business.

For many homeowners, their landscape is both expensive and 
time-consuming to maintain. Why not extend your time outdoors 
to enjoy and protect what you have worked so hard to establish? 

Consider any of these possibilities: 
 • A garden layout and winding path with lights that accent 

specifi c plants and shrubbery, while saving money on your 
home’s utility bill.  

 • Low-voltage lights on fl owering trees, or your garden’s water 
feature. 

 • Your deck edges framed with niche lighting.

 • Expand your home living space by lighting an outdoor 
kitchen, pool or patio.

 Outdoor lighting will extend the quality of time you can enjoy in 
your own backyard. 

The most popular application of low-voltage landscape lighting 
is the “up-light.” This technique aims light directly at an object 
that the home or business owner wishes to exhibit in the dark. In 
addition to up-lighting, down-lighting has become increasingly 
popular. Down-lighting is a practice by which a fi xture is mounted 
in a tree and shines down onto a patio or parking court to simulate 
a moonlit sky. The effect is a soft light that subtly highlights areas 
for ambiance as well as safety.     

Proper lighting not only adds beauty, but also safety and 
security. Some insurance companies reduce home insurance rates 
for homeowners who install security lighting.

Whether the property is a second home or full-time residence, 
every property can benefi t from additional security. Additionally, 
low-voltage landscape lighting is proven to add to property value. 
Realtors have now begun to add night lighting pictures into their 
sales packets to further showcase homes and businesses for sale.

For a small investment of both time and money, a home or 
business owner can make their property more beautiful, more 
secure and more desirable for themselves, their guests, as well as 
potential buyers or patrons. 

Christopher J. Joyce is founder and president of Joyce 
Landscaping, Inc. in Marstons Mills. Joyce Landscaping, 
located in Marstons Mills, can be reached at 508.428.4772 or 
info@joycelandscaping.com 
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