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Induction cooktops 
growing in popularity
By Shawn Dinsmore

A recent New York Times article quoted a chef as saying it was 
like graduating from a Volkswagen Beetle to a Ferrari.  She was 
referring to her discovery of induction cook tops, which offer a 
non-contact method of heating using magnetic fi elds to transfer 
energy directly to cookware. The induction element stays cool, 
while the pots and pans heat up rapidly for extremely effi cient 
cooking. 

A cooking zone will only heat up when a suitable magnetic metal 
pan is placed on it. Proper cookware to be used on an induction 
surface needs to be able to support a magnetic fi eld. The rule of 
thumb is that if a magnet readily clings to the base of the cookware, 
that piece is induction ready. High-grade magnetized stainless 
steel and enameled cast iron are usually induction-friendly, while 
copper, glass and aluminum are not.

Most induction burners also have size recognition. Heat is only 
generated where the pan is detected, saving energy and time. 

Induction cooking actually has been around for decades, but 
only recently has demand driven prices down and selection up. In 
the last two years, Viking, GE and Samsung all have begun selling 
induction ranges.  

A recent industry survey suggests that induction cooktops are 
going to take off; 22 percent said their next range or cooktop will 
use induction, partly for effi cient cooking and partly because of 
conservation concerns. 

When it comes to price, a Viking induction range can top out at 
$6,000, but some models now cost a little over $1,500. 

Induction may not be for everyone, but here are some key 
advantages:

 • Your heat level is every bit as instantaneous--and as exact--as 
with gas, yet with none of the many drawbacks of gas.

 • Energy is supplied directly to the cooking vessel by the 
magnetic fi eld; thus, almost all of the source energy gets 
transferred to that vessel. Less than half the energy in gas 
gets used versus more than 80 percent for induction.

 • The cooktop barely gets warm except directly under the 
cooking vessel No more burned fi ngers, no more baked-on 
spills, no more danger with children around.

All available research shows very clearly that there are no safety 
issues regarding induction, including concerns about radiation. 

Because KAM sells many options of cooktops, we are objective 
in our evaluations. We encourage you to visit us and learn more 
about induction cooking. 

Shawn Dinsmore is marketing manager for KAM, with stores in 
Hanover, Nantucket and Hyannis (which is located at 201 Yarmouth 
Road). Reach us at 800.649.2221, or sales@kamonline.com.
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Educate yourself 
about homeowner 
insurance coverage
By Suzanne Bryden, CPCU

You probably know that a homeowner’s policy is necessary to 
protect a house against a major loss like a fi re or a hurricane, but 
there are many other property coverages you may also need. 

“Package” policies can automatically provide coverage for any 
other structures on your premises, such as sheds or fences or 
pools. There also is coverage on personal property.

The homeowner’s policy also provides a limit for any extra 
expense you incur if you have a major loss and need to move out of 
your home until it has been rebuilt or repaired.  (Condominium unit 
owners need to be especially careful that this limit is high enough, 
as the time to rebuild a multi-unit building would be more than for 
a single-family home).  Another important protection included is 
personal liability coverage.  This is vital in case someone is injured 
on your premises and you are sued. 

The homeowner’s policy does not cover damages due to a fl ood.  
There are many other coverage options; so be sure to discuss the 
policy limitations with your agent to assess what you might need.   

Here on the coast, we have a problem due to the possibility 
of hurricanes.  Many companies either will not write business 
here at all, or they have stopped accepting new business.  The 
policies in force will have either a wind deductible (which kicks in 
for damage from any storm, any time); a named storm deductible 
(which applies if the damage is from a named tropical storm or 
hurricane); or the best option, a hurricane deductible.  These 
deductibles can be very high, as they are usually a percentage of 
the limit on the house.  Check your policy and be prepared for this 
should you have a claim of this type.    

Remember when you are considering coverage options 
to protect against catastrophic loss, select your basic policy 
deductible accordingly. The higher the deductible, the lower the 
premium - so take the highest you can afford.  

You can pare the homeowner’s policy down to essentials by 
eliminating some of the optional coverages.  It’s better to cover 
your largest exposure (the house) than nothing at all. 

When dealing with homeowner’s insurance, you should look 
at the big picture and yet also think in terms of the “worst-case 
scenario” so you are not caught short if a disaster occurs.  Your 
insurance agent can help you understand the best options for 
your particular situation.            

Rogers & Gray Insurance Agency has offi ces across  Cape Cod 
and Plymouth County. You can reach the company toll free at 
888.790.3668 and  visit www.rogersgray.com
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