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SNOW’S HOME & GARDEN

Be eco-friendly 
to your home
By Jim Kelly
Snow’s Home & Garden

Could a soybean be critical to conservation, environmental 
responsibility and reduced dependency from foreign oil 
producers? After all, it is just a bean, right?

Not exactly. Industry experts predict this could be the “magic” 
bean that will help solve some of our heating problems. 

Now, on Cape Cod, homeowners who heat with oil have the 
option to use soy-based Bioheat®, which is a blend of soy and 
home heating oil. Homeowners do not have to purchase any new 
equipment or make any modifi cations to their burners or tanks to 
convert. The blend produces the same satisfying heat as regular 
oil; and because it burns cleaner, heating systems actually run 
more effi ciently.

Snow’s introduced Bioheat® in 2007 because, quite simply, we 
believe offering a cleaner, greener, renewable fuel is the right 
thing to do. Recently, Massachusetts signed the fi rst Bioheat® 
mandate into law. Beginning this summer, all state heating oil and 
transportation diesel fuel must contain a minimum of two percent 
bio-deisel, increasing to fi ve percent by 2013. Our Bioheat® 
already is fi ve percent.

Industry experts predict more states will mandate the use of 
Bioheat®, and the blend ratio could increase to 20 percent in 
the near future. The Biodiesel Board predicts that demand for 
Bioheat® will represent as much as 20 percent (two billion gallons 
per year) of the total heating industry over the next 5 to 10 years.

Paul Nazzaro, a representative of the Biodeisel Board, notes: “The 
market is asking for cleaner, greener, renewable fuels that will help 
secure our independence from foreign sources for energy.  No longer 
is doubt of buying and selling a non-conforming fuel an issue.”  

As a dealer, Snow’s had to implement numerous measures in 
order to offer Bioheat®. But, because we believed then, as we 
do now, that the conversion will help conserve oil, protect the 
environment and make the country more self reliant, we wanted to 
be one of the forerunners on the Cape to offer this fuel alternative 
to our customers.

Of course, we always offer regular heating oil. We feel offering 
you a choice is the right thing to do. If you would like more 
information, please contact Jim Kelly, Fuel Division Manager, 
508.255.1090. 

Going green is a way of life at Snow’s Home and Garden. 
Whether it’s products in our greenhouse, our retail store with over 
30 departments or our fuel division, we believe in doing it right 
just the way we have been doing it for 123 years. 

Snow’s Home & Garden is located at 22 Main Street in Orleans. 
You can reach Snow’s for all your home and garden needs at 
508.255.0158 or go to www.snowshomeandgarden.com. 

BANK OF CAPE COD

Financing your 
mortgage: 
What to expect
By Tracy Buckley-Scott
The Bank of Cape Cod

Shopping for a mortgage doesn’t need to be confusing.  Recent 
regulatory changes are providing buyers with more clarity about 
terms and conditions of a home loan.

Good Faith Estimates

Early estimates on settlement costs, commonly called the 
“Good Faith Estimate” (GFE), will summarize what you can expect 
to pay in closing costs when purchasing a home or refi nancing 
an existing mortgage.  In addition, recent industry changes have 
standardized the GFE, making it easier than ever before for 
applicants to compare these settlement costs.

Early Truth in Lending Disclosure

Mortgage applicants will also receive an “Early Truth-in-Lending 
Disclosure,” which details the mortgage fi nancing.  This disclosure 
is provided within three business days of the application, and it 
identifi es the principal loan amount, repayment terms, interest 
rate (fi xed or variable), any prepayment penalties, etc. 

It also requires lenders to comply with the following:

 • Expand the early disclosure requirements to mortgage loans 
secured by any dwelling of a consumer 

 • Require that the early disclosure requirements also now cover 
refi nancings and home equity loans

 • Assure that a lender must wait until at least seven business 
days after delivery of the disclosures before consummating 
the mortgage loan

 • Prohibit a lender from charging a consumer any fee, except 
to obtain a credit report, until after the early disclosures have 
been provided 

 • Inform a consumer that he or she is not required to complete 
the transaction because the consumer has received the early 
disclosures, or applied for a loan

By having this information, applicants will be better able to 
make informed decisions on their lending options, allowing them 
to enjoy their investment for years to come.

To learn more, please call The Bank of Cape Cod at 508.568.2300 
or email at tscott@bankofcapecod.com. The Bank of Cape Cod 
has offi ces in downtown Hyannis and Osterville. You can contact 
the bank toll free 800.528.1955 or by email at 
customerservice@bankofcapecod.com
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