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Tips to save money and 
stress buying quality 
appliances
By Shawn Dinsmore

Choosing the right appliances for your new or remodeled kitchen 
encompasses many key considerations: the long-term investment 
in your home, your immediate budget, aesthetics, quality, lifestyle 
and energy efficiency among the most important. 

As a rule of thumb, appliances should account for about 15 
percent of your total kitchen remodel budget, which in turn should 
be based on 15 percent of your home’s current market value.  

Here are some important factors to keep in mind when you buy 
your kitchen appliances:

Look for rebates.  Every month, manufacturers put a lot of 
money on the table for you to take advantage of by offering 
rebates on their products. You can spot these opportunities in 
advertisements; you can search online; and you can ask retailers 
when you shop. 

Don’t fall for a percentage-off sale and think it has to be the 
best deal.  Sales are great. But, check the sale price of a specific 
appliance offered by one retailer with the final price offered for 
the same appliance elsewhere. That $780 price without a sale is 
still less money than 20 percent off $1,000.

Be alert for the amounts on extra charges: Cords, water-line 
kits, washer hoses, etc.  How much is a retailer charging you for 
the extras you need?

What about delivery?  Does the store deliver itself, or does it use 
an outside company? How much does it charge? Most full kitchen 
orders require more than one delivery; does the price include all 
the needed deliveries or only one?  Is it in-home delivery or curb-
side?  How much for each removal?  

After your appliance is installed. Does the store have its own 
service department?  How big is the service department?  Are 
the technicians factory trained?  Do they service all the brands 
you are looking to purchase?   A lot of the major brands have 
decreased or completely cut their service departments.  Make 
sure that you purchase from someone who is going to be able to 
fix any problems that may arise themselves. 

Be aware of energy efficiency. More than 70 percent of the 
energy used in your home is for appliances, refrigeration, space 
heating, cooling, and water heating. Replacing old appliances and 
equipment with those that are ENERGY STAR® labeled can help 
you save significantly on your utility bills. So it always is a good 
strategy to comparison shop for energy efficiency, but never more 
so than right now if you are remodeling your kitchen because of 
the government’s current $300 million rebate program connected 
with the federal stimulus bill.   

Please visit us at KAM Appliances on the Cape at 
201 Yarmouth Rd. or at www.kamonline.com. 800-649-2221
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NAUSET TV

Home theater – the 
new household hub
By Tom Miller

“How can I connect my computer to my TV and sound system?” 
This is one of the most frequent questions we get at Nauset TV & 
Sound. It shows that computers and the Internet are converging 
with home-theater systems. Today it’s fairly easy to use your 
TV and/or sound system to surf the net or to view and listen to 
anything you have downloaded to your computer.

More and more people are downloading or “streaming” their 
movies, music, sports events, news and even TV programs from 
the Internet. This gives consumers greater access to entertainment 
and educational material when they want it - and in their own 
homes. Since today’s home-entertainment system will give you so 
much more, its quality becomes more important than ever.

A home theater – a good-sized TV and sound system – will 
become the household’s hub for work and play. Since you will be 
getting more functionality from your system, it makes sense to 
make sure you have quality equipment. Price drops in consumer 
electronics are making good quality systems affordable for more 
and more households. An investment of $2,000 to $4,000 for a 
good-sized TV and surround-sound system will give you a home 
theater that can rival a movie theater.

And remember: Now you can view and listen to anything that is 
available to your computer or on the Internet – music from I-Tunes 
or Rhapsody, movies from Netflix, Vudu, Amazon or Blockbuster, 
TV shows from Hulu and YouTube. You can also view all your 
digital photos and home videos.  

Even with a budget as low as $3,000, you can get a nice 
home entertainment system with a plasma or LCD TV, Blu-Ray 
(High-definition DVD) player, surround-sound receiver, speaker 
package and universal remote control. Once you have done your 
comparison shopping, don’t forget the final step: installation and 
service. Your home-theater system will be in the center of your 
family’s lifestyle. Make sure you have the most knowledgeable 
and responsive service team to install your theater system and be 
on call when you need assistance. 

Nauset TV & Sound is a local company serving Cape Cod 
since 1973. We are members of Custom Electronic Design & 
Installation Association (CEDIA), and our designers and installers 
are knowledgeable, well-trained and experienced. Our salesmen 
have many decades of experience in the electronics industry. 

Our membership in a large national buying group makes 
possible very competitive pricing. That means we don’t take 
a back seat to big box stores on price, and offer that extra 
element of down-home service to establish our Cape Cod niche.   
We display and sell most major brands in our large showrooms 
at 180 Route 6A, Hilltop Plaza, Orleans. To learn more, call  
508-255-5240 or visit nausettv.com.


