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NAUSET TV AND SOUND

Peace of mind: 
Low-cost monitoring of your home

By Tom Miller

Power failures or water leakage can occur while the homeowner 
is away, causing extensive damage to the home. One way to 
address this is to install temperature and climate detectors in 
strategic locations around your home, such as near furnaces, 
pipes, even your wine cellar. They can alert you to abnormal 
temperature fl uctuations so that the situation can be corrected 
before overheating or freezing causes serious problems.

The Sensaphone 400 is a standalone remote monitor and alarm 
notifi cation system with no monthly fees. It helps protect your home 
by alerting you to changes in your residence’s critical environment. 
It monitors operating conditions such as temperature, power 
supply, excess humidity or water leakage. 

When an alarm is detected, the Sensaphone 400 notifi es 
up to four people using customized voice phone calls. The 
Sensaphone 400 will continue to make phone calls until someone 
responds to the call. The phone interface includes a line seize 
feature so that extension phones are automatically disconnected 
when it needs to make an alarm phone call. 

The Sensaphone 400 has a built-in ability to monitor 
for power failures. The Sensaphone 400 also comes with 
nonvolatile memory and has 24-hour battery backup capabilities 
(C-cell batteries required).

There are also four external inputs that can be connected to 
a variety of sensors to monitor temperature, water on the fl oor, 
humidity, and much more. One of the four external inputs already 
comes with a temperature sensor for monitoring temperature 
where the 400 is installed. 

A built-in output relay is provided to switch an external device 
either automatically or manually. You can use it to have a local 
light or siren trip when an alarm occurs, or even to set off a local 
alarm when the phone line is cut or unplugged. You can even 
use it to control a dual setback thermostat to change the 
temperature remotely. 

Nauset TV and Sound is an expert installer of the Sensaphone 400 
monitoring system, specializing in seasonal homes on the Cape. 
Beyond protecting your home, the technology could lower your 
home-owner’s insurance. In fact, some insurance companies 
require this type of protection to even issue a policy.

Please call us at (508) 255-5240 with any questions or to 
schedule your installation. Mention that you saw this article in 
Kinlin Grover HOMES for a special discount.

Tom Miller is owner of Nauset TV and Sound, located in Orleans. 
He can be reached at (508) 255-5240 or tom@nausettv.com.

BANK OF CAPE COD

Searching for 
the best mortgage 
in today’s market
By Tracy Buckley-Scott   

This is an excellent time to buy that dream home or to refi nance 
an existing mortgage. Interest rates still are at historic lows; and 
despite national headlines to the contrary, there is plenty of 
mortgage credit available to qualifi ed borrowers. 

Where to start? 

 Mortgage providers compete with each other for your business; 
so it’s advisable to shop around for the best deal. It’s often a good 
idea to start with your current fi nancial institution, since you might 
be offered an incentive as an existing customer. You should also 
consider what’s available through other banks and credit unions, 
mortgage or fi nance companies, brokerage fi rms and online 
mortgage companies. In addition to getting rate information, be 
sure to ask about loan terms and fees. The Internet is a convenient 
place to fi nd information about mortgage products and 
current rates.

Why are mortgage rates different?

Mortgage rates change as the cost of borrowing in the economy 
fl uctuates, and the cost of borrowing differs from lender to lender. 
Each lender determines the interest rate it charges on a loan – 
much the same way two restaurants charge different prices for 
meals. For some lenders, perhaps the most signifi cant factor 
determining the mortgage rate you are quoted is your credit 
score – the better your score, the lower the mortgage interest 
rate. Rates are certain to vary, so be sure to shop around. 

What do lenders look for?

Mortgage lenders look at a borrower’s ability to repay, stability 
of income, credit history and collateral values, to start. In general, 
debt-to-income ratios of 35 percent or less for the total of your 
mortgage payment, real estate taxes and home insurance are 
acceptable. Overall debt-to-income ratios of less than 45 percent 
are more favorable, but other programs may allow for higher 
ratios. In addition to a good credit score and acceptable ratios, 
borrowers need a down payment of 20 percent to avoid Private 
Mortgage Insurance (PMI). However, there are programs designed 
to help homebuyers that do not require high down payments. 

It’s a great time to buy a home; and with a little investigation, 
you can be assured of getting the right mortgage that fi ts 
your needs.

To learn more about mortgages and refi nancing at 
The Bank of Cape Cod, please contact Tracy Buckley-Scott 
508-568-2300.
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